
 

Enniskillen 
Gateway to the West 

 
 

‘Fare thee well, Enniskillen, Fare thee well for a while’. 
The words of this well-known song remind us of the composer’s desire to return to 
Enniskillen, the county town of Fermanagh. This has also been the desire of countless 
tourists who have visited this thriving town set in beautiful surroundings. Rich in history, 
folklore and culture, Enniskillen could be described as a tourist’s paradise. 
 
The Castle, located on the banks of the river Erne has, over the years functioned as a 
Maguire Castle, a Planter Stronghold and a Military Barracks. Today it houses the County 
Museum, which charts the history of Fermanagh. The Regimental Museum of the Royal 
Inniskilling Fusiliers is based in the Castle Keep. 
 
The Town Hall contains a plaque commemorating Captain Lawrence Oates of the 6th 
Inniskilling Fusiliers. In 1912 he accompanied Captain Scott to the South Pole. Suffering 
from severe frostbite and believing his condition might jeopardise his comrades’ chances of 
survival, he chose to leave his tent on 17 March and walked out into a blizzard. His 
comrades never saw him again. 
 
The Buttermarket was built in 1835. Wholesale buyers from Newry, Sligo and Londonderry 
purchased their butter at the markets, which were held twice weekly. Salted butter was 
shipped from Enniskillen Buttermarket to Lisbon, the West Indies and England. The old 
buildings were restored and in 1990 became the Enniskillen Craft and Design Centre. 
 
The Erne Hospital was built on the site of the Enniskillen Workhouse. Sixty- nine paupers 
were admitted to the workhouse when it opened on 1 December 1845.  Designed to 
accommodate 1,000 people, the buildings were soon full to capacity. As the Great Famine 
swept through Fermanagh, the numbers seeking admission increased greatly. In May 1847 it 
was reported that there were 1,433 paupers residing there. Inmates had to wear the 
standard workhouse uniform.   
 
There was strict segregation. Families were split up and in some cases never saw each 
other again. Men, women and children were allocated to their own areas. The original diet 
consisted of potatoes and milk, served three times a day. Due to the famine, potatoes 
disappeared from the diet after August 1846. Stirabout and milk were then introduced and 
later on, Indian meal and rice. As the famine worsened so did conditions in the workhouse. 
Many of those admitted were suffering from contagious diseases. One hundred and fifty six 
paupers died during May 1847, an average of five each day. One month later, three 
carpenters were employed for the sole purpose of making coffins for those who were dying 
of fever. A paupers’ graveyard was opened in the grounds of the workhouse but it soon 
became overcrowded and bodies were buried in unmarked graves. Many of the paupers 
were buried, without coffins, in pits or mass graves.  
 
The end of the famine meant an improvement in diet and consequently in the health of the 
paupers. Conditions in the workhouse also improved with the segregation of the sick from 
the healthy, the introduction of stricter guidelines concerning hygiene and the advance in 
medical treatment for infectious diseases. By 1865 the numbers admitted to the workhouse 
had decreased from the days of the famine, but the harsh rules that applied then still existed. 
Orphans had a poor life expectancy. Up to forty per cent died before their second birthday. 
Boys from eleven years old were hired out to farmers. Many elderly people still recall 
heartbreaking accounts of hardship and misery endured in the workhouse.  



 
On 1 April 1948 the thirty inmates of Enniskillen Union (comprising children, unmarried 
mothers and old people) became the responsibility of Fermanagh Welfare Committee. It was 
decided to send them to Armagh workhouse. Enniskillen workhouse was turned into a 
general hospital before finally being demolished to make way for the new Erne Hospital, 
which was opened in 1964. All that remains of Enniskillen workhouse is the former entrance 
lodge. It stands at the back of the hospital.           
 
Enniskillen Town, otherwise known as ‘The Gateway to the West,’ is an ideal base for the 
visitor who wishes to explore the beautiful countryside. Marble Arch Caves, Castle Coole, 
Florence Court, Crom Estate, Castle Archdale, Devenish Island and the Lace Museum in 
Bellanaleck are among the most popular tourist attractions. 
 
Belleek Pottery ranks among the finest in the world. A tour of the pottery workshop is a 
must for the visitor. As you enter you will notice various lumps of clay lying around. They are 
unattractive and marred. But as you leave you will see some pieces of beautiful 
workmanship on display in the showroom. These beautifully fashioned and designed pieces 
in the glass case were at one time just lumps of marred clay. They were lifeless and could 
do nothing to change themselves. They would have remained in that condition if the potter 
had not taken them into his hands and begun to work on them. 
 
We could very easily compare this to what has happened to mankind. In the Scriptures we 
read, ‘Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the 
breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person… So God created 
human beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them’.1 When God created man He created something beautiful. However, 
mankind’s nature became marred as a result of sin. ‘All of us used to live that way, following 
the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful nature. By our very nature we were 
subject to God’s anger, just like everyone else’.2 Even King David could say, ‘For I was born 
a sinner—yes, from the moment my mother conceived me’.3 All of mankind has been 
affected – ‘Not a single person on earth is always good and never sins’.4 
 

We read in the book of Romans, ‘As the Scriptures say, ‘No one is righteous—not even 
one… For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard’.5 Not only has 
sin marred our lives but it has also separated us from God – ‘It’s your sins that have cut you 
off from God. Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore’.6 Many 
wish their lives were different and attempt to make changes. They try to earn or merit God’s 
favour and forgiveness for their sins. Some believe this can be accomplished by belonging to 
a particular church. Others believe they can earn salvation through good works, charitable 
deeds and sincerity. So they spend their lives trying, through their own efforts, to make 
themselves acceptable to God.  
 
However, the Scriptures teach us that, ‘He saved us, not because of the righteous things we 
had done, but because of his mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and 
new life through the Holy Spirit’.7 Just as the lifeless clay cannot change itself, neither can 
man. According to the Scriptures, ‘Once you were dead because of your disobedience and 
your many sins’.8 Because we are spiritually dead we are unable to do anything to change 
our sinful nature or to make ourselves acceptable to God. However, God is willing to take us 
in hand, change us, and make something beautiful of our lives. But we must be willing to 
surrender our marred, sinful lives into His hands and allow Him to mould us into what He 
wants us to be.  

 
Because of what the Lord Jesus Christ has done on our behalf we can come to God just as 
we are, in our sinful condition. And because we have put our faith in Jesus Christ, God will 
accept us as His own. ‘So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who 



belong to his dear Son.9…The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance 
he promised and that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would 
praise and glorify him’.10 He says, ‘Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God 
bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body’.11 To secure our 
salvation a great price was paid on the cross at Calvary by Jesus - ‘He is so rich in kindness 
and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins.12 
And when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, 
whom he promised long ago’.13

 

 
Dear Friend, your life may be marred by sin at the moment. But it can be transformed by 
believing the Gospel and trusting Jesus as your Saviour. Christ died upon the cross as your 
substitute, paying in full the penalty for the guilt of your sin. Because He has paid for your 
sins you can now be forgiven and reconciled to God. ‘But God showed his great love for us 
by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. And since we have been made 
right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s 
condemnation. For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while 
we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son’.14      
 
The prophet Jeremiah wrote, “So I did as he told me and found the potter working at his 
wheel. But the jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he crushed it into a 
lump of clay again and started over. Then the LORD gave me this message: “O Israel, can I 
not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are 
you in my hand.”15 
 

Friend, would you be willing to put yourself into God’s hands and let Him mould your life? 
Acknowledging the fact that you are a sinner, come to God in sincere repentance, asking 
Him to forgive you and trusting Him to save you.  
 

Do not delay, 
‘For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. 

On the day of salvation, I helped you.” 
Indeed, the “right time” is now. Today is the day of salvation.’16 
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Scripture References 

 

1: Genesis 2 v. 7; Ch.1 v. 27           9: Ephesians 1 v. 6 
2: Ephesians 2 v. 3    10: Ephesians 1 v. 14 
3: Psalm 51 v. 5    11: 1Corinthians. 6 vs. 19, 20 
4: Ecclesiastes 7 v. 20   12: Ephesians 1 v. 7 
5: Romans 3 vs. 10, 23   13: Ephesians 1 v. 13 
6: Isaiah 59 v. 2    14: Romans 5 vs. 8 – 10 
7: Titus 3 v. 5     15: Jeremiah 18 vs. 3 – 6 
8: Ephesians 2 v. 1               16: 2 Corinthians 6 v. 2 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


