
NO TIME 

A good friend of mine, a dairy farmer, discovered that the valley between the two silos in his 

yard was leaking, so he decided to put a patch on it. To get to the roof of the sheds he got 

his apprentice to hoist him up in the safety frame on the loader with the telescopic arm. My 

friend was a very experienced roofer and was extremely careful. Heights were no problem to 

him, having previously worked as a builder.  

When he had completed the repair job he gathered up his tools and was just about to step 

onto the safety frame when suddenly he fell through the perspex skylight, cutting his arms as 

he fell through it. He fell a distance of about fifteen feet, striking firstly his head, then his neck 

and back on the parlour feeder railings, which were about thirty inches apart. When he hit 

the concrete floor of the shed his body was in a u-shape, trapped in the railings.  

The first thing that came into his mind as he lay on the floor, expecting to die, was the 

thought that there was no time. Everything had happened so quickly that there was no time. 

One minute he was on firm footing on the shed, but within seconds he was on the ground. 

As he lay there in excruciating pain, in a pool of his own blood, slipping in and out of 

consciousness, uppermost in his mind was the thought that there was no time. There was 

no time to save himself from falling through the roof. There was no time to try to protect his 

head as he fell. There was no time to avoid hitting the feeder railings. There was no time to 

cry for help. There was no time to say a prayer. Now there was no time to explain to his 

devastated wife what had happened. There was no time to say goodbye to his children. 

There was no time to put his affairs in order. He firmly believed he was moments away from 

death and there was no time left to do anything. 

When the paramedics arrived they brought with them a body bag. Having received a report 

of the accident, they were expecting to remove a dead body from the shed. However, though 

badly injured, he was still alive. He was taken by ambulance to the hospital and immediately 

admitted to the Intensive Care Unit.  

During the following days he underwent several tests to determine the extent of his injuries. 

The doctors then informed him that his back and neck were broken. Some bones in his chest 

were also broken and his head had been very badly cut, requiring several stitches. A body-

brace was made and fitted from his head to his waist. This body-brace would be his constant 

companion for the many months he spent in hospital and for a long period of recuperation 

back at home. 

Time to Remember 

As he lay in his hospital bed slowly recovering from his injuries, his mind wandered back to 

the day, many years previously, when he had time to make a decision that would not only 

change his life, but would determine his eternal destination. After attending a meeting at 

which the Gospel was preached, he knew it was time to get right with God. He also knew he 

might never have another opportunity to do so. Tomorrow there might be no time. He knew 

that when salvation is offered to a sinner it should be accepted immediately, while there is 

still time to do so.  

Having listened to the Word of God being preached it became very clear to him that, 

according to the Scriptures, ‘Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious 



standard’.1 As sinners, we are subject to sin’s penalty: ‘For the wages [penalty] of sin is 

death’.2 This penalty includes spiritual death, physical death and, for all who die in their sins, 

eternal death: ‘But cowards, unbelievers, the corrupt, murderers, the immoral, those who 

practice witchcraft, idol worshipers, and all liars—their fate is in the fiery lake of burning 

sulphur. This is the second death’.3   

There and then he realised that neither religion nor good works could save him from sin’s 

penalty. He knew his only hope of salvation lay in the fact that ‘Christ died for our sins, just 

as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, just 

as the Scriptures said.4 For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his 

Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son’.5  

Time to Repent 

He hesitated no longer. He acknowledged the fact that he was a lost sinner. He confessed 

his sins to God, sincerely repented and asked for forgiveness. He put his faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ, believing that as He suffered and died upon the cross the Saviour had paid in 

full, on his behalf, the penalty for his sins. By paying that penalty Jesus secured a pardon, 

which will be put to the account of all who will repent of their sins and put their faith in Him. 

He asked the Lord to save him and claimed the promises found in the Scriptures which 

make it clear that ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.6 Therefore, 

since we have been made right in God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because of 

what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us’.7 

He was grateful that God had given him time to repent and seek forgiveness. He was very 

glad that he had used the time wisely by asking the Lord to save his soul. Lying there in the 

hospital and reflecting on that momentous decision he had made many years previously, he 

thanked God for the assurance he now possessed. He knew that if he had been killed 

outright as a result of the accident his soul would have immediately entered Heaven 

because of what Christ had done on his behalf when He died on the cross as his substitute 

and sin-bearer. He also knew how different things would have been if he had never repented 

of his sins and trusted Christ as his Saviour! If he had lost his life when he fell through the 

roof of the shed he would also have lost his soul which, according to the Scriptures, would 

have immediately entered Hell.  

Time to Reflect 

As he considered what had happened in the shed and tried to come to terms with the 
suddenness of the accident, the thought came to him again and again - no time. Friends, 
these words should create in everyone’s heart a sense of urgency concerning the need to 
get right with God while there is still time to do so. Some day it will be too late.  
 
There will be:  
 
No Time to make preparations for the next life. 

No Time to say a prayer. 

No Time to call for a clergyman. 

No Time to repent of sins. 



No Time to say sorry to God. 

No Time to ask God for forgiveness. 

No Time to ask God for mercy. 

No Time to ask God to save you. 

No Time to get right with God.  

What a terrible tragedy it will be if you go out into eternity unprepared, unsaved. What can 

you say to God when you stand before Him on Judgement Day if you have refused or 

neglected the salvation that He provided for you when He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus 

Christ to pay the penalty for sin by dying on the cross at Calvary?  

Time to Respond 

Friends, we all have time, but it is a limited time. We do not know how much time we have 

left. Today we are nearer to death than we were yesterday. Today we are nearer than ever 

before to our eternal destination, which is either Heaven or Hell. Today, however, we still 

have time to get right with God. Tomorrow we may have no time. Death can come in the 

twinkling of an eye. It can come suddenly, without any warning. We all know of family 

members and friends who have died suddenly. It came as a great shock to us. It was 

completely unexpected. 

The Scriptures make it clear that ‘each person is destined to die once and after that comes 

judgment’.8 When death comes suddenly there is no time to prepare for the judgment that 

follows immediately.  

Today, while there is still time, the Lord would have us heed His advice: ‘Don’t brag 

about tomorrow, since you don’t know what the day will bring.9 Seek the LORD while you 

can find him. Call on him now while he is near.10 For now is the time to seek the LORD, 

that he may come and shower righteousness upon you.11 The time that remains is very 

short’.12  
 
Time to Receive 

According to the Scriptures eternal life cannot be earned, merited or bought. However, God 

offers eternal life as a free gift to all who will repent of their sins and put their faith in Christ. 

He offers this gift to all who will trust Christ as Saviour, to all who will depend upon Him and 

His redeeming work on their behalf for their salvation: ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the 

free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.13 God saved you by his grace 

when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a 

reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.14 Yet God, in his 

grace, freely makes us right in his sight. He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us 

from the penalty for our sins’.15  

Friend, will you reach out by faith and trust Christ to save your soul? Will you depend upon 
Him alone to save you from sin’s penalty? Will you reach out by faith and receive from God 
the gift of eternal life? May I encourage you to do so today, while you still have time! 
Tomorrow it may be too late. Tomorrow you may have no time! 
 

‘For God says, “At just the right time, I heard you. 



On the day of salvation, I helped you.” 

Indeed, the “right time” is now. 

Today is the day of salvation’.16 

 
 

Today, my friend is back home, back to his loving wife and family. He thanks God every day 

for saving his life the day he fell through the roof of the shed. But he says he will never be 

able to thank God enough for the day He saved his soul.  
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